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President Bush Reiterates Education Reform Principles 
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H.R. 1 gives states and local 
school districts unprecedented 
flexibility while holding them 
accountable for closing the 
achievement gap.   
The bill empowers parents with 
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their children are making, the 
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President Bush and the White House today reiterated the four pillars 
of his No Child Left Behind education reform agenda that has passed 
the House and Senate by overwhelmingly bipartisan margins.  The 
reform principles include:   
 

• Accountability:  H.R. 1 measures progress in reading and math 
for every child in grades 3-8 and holds school districts accountable 
for ensuring that all children are making academic progress. 

• Flexibility and Local Control:  No Child Left Behind provides 
additional flexibility by consolidating programs and granting 
greater flexibility and decision-making authority to state and 
local officials. 

• Expanding Parental Options:  H.R. 1 gives new options to 
every parent by providing students with immediate public 
school choice as well as supplemental educational services -- 
including tutoring by private, religious-affiliated providers.   

• Funding Programs That Work:  The bill bridges the gap 
between educational research and the classroom to implement 
proven, scientifically based approaches to provide kids with basic 
skills, including his Reading First initiative. 

 

H.R. 1 represents the most significant change in federal education 
policy since 1965, and strong bipartisan votes in both chambers marks 
the beginning of the end of the status quo. 
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